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Stringing along with Little Joe 

November 1 
 

In the later 1940s, some Agency 

summary product had an 

accompanying cartoon featuring a 

character who came to be known 

as “Little Joe” because of his 

resemblance to Josef Stalin, leader 

of the Soviet Union.  

 

This cartoon is commenting on the 

claim in those days by many 

Communist Parties worldwide, 

including the Communist Party 

USA that they were independent 

from the USSR, and were “fraternal 

parties” with each other and the 

Communist Party of the Soviet 

Union only because they shared a 

common socialist ideology. Little 

Joe knew better. 

 

 

 

 

 

508 Caption: A character resembling Josef Stalin is standing atop a globe, holding 

strings to puppet versions of a similar character.  
 


